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Background



Why We Act:

Climate change 
poses risks to 
everything from our 
health and 
infrastructure to 
local ecosystems

The Benefits of Action
ÅEnhances local habitat and recreational 

opportunities

ÅImproves quality of life, well-being, and the 
local economy

ÅPreserves vital ecosystems and species

ÅSupports for low-income and disadvantaged 
communities

ÅPromotes healthier lifestyles and public health

ÅHelp avoid the runaway costs of climate 
change

ÅSaves households and businesses money

ÅConserves natural resources

ÅCreates jobs 4



Why We Act
The Cost ofInaction
The cost of doing nothing will be much 
higher than acting, particularly when 
factoring in the social costs associated 
with loss of lives, species, health, and 
habitats.

Globally the cost of inaction rose from 
1.3 trillion in 2010 to over 5 trillion in 
2020.

Natural catastrophes are significantly 
increasing as are the costs for emergency 
response and mitigation. 

ÅThe economic impacts of the 2010 
Schultz Fire is $133 - $147 million 5



Climate 
Change in 
Flagstaff

ClimaticImpacts
ÅHotter temperatures.

ÅIncreased risk of disease or illness

ÅLess snowpack

ÅMore rainfall instead of snowfall
ÅIncreased wildfire risk

ÅIncreased damage from forest pests
ÅMore severe drought conditions as 

temperatures rise

ÅLower water quality of reservoirs

Community impacts
ÅPublic health impacts

ÅChange in tourism patterns -> impacts on 
jobs

ÅClimate migration -> housing pressure 6



Mitigation
Reducing contribution to climate 

change (greenhouse gas emissions)

Adaptation
Preparing for change

Equity
Fair and just distribution of 

resources, access and opportunity.

Goal 1: Reduce Flagstaffõs community 

greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 

2050

Goal 2: Prepare the cityõs communities, 

systems, and resources to be more 

resilient to climate change impacts.

Goal 3: Address climate change in a 

manner that prioritizes those most 

impacted.

The 2018 Climate Action and Adaptation Plan(CAAP)

Passed in November 2018, the CAAP has three overarching goals:
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#2 
Car Emissions Transportation

Electricity

Waste Natural 
Gas

#1 
Powering 
Buildings
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The Climate Emergency 
Declaration



The Climate 
Emergency 
Declaration

September 20, 2019: Flagstaff 
community members gathered 
signatures for a petition requesting a 
Climate Emergency Declaration be 
declared

June 23, 2020: The Climate 
Emergency Declaration Resolution 
2020-09 was adopted by City 
Council, unanimously
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Climate Emergency Declaration

1. Dramaticincrease in ambition tocombat climate change
2. Commits toCity-wide climate emergency mobilization
3. Commits to educating residents and especiallyyouth
4. Underscores the need for full community participation
5. Commits to keeping vulnerable communities at the 

forefront of decision making
6. Joins a nationwide call for mobilization
7. Advance the Climate Action and Adaptation Plan's goals to 

achieve carbon neutrality by 2030
8. Calls on all governments to initiate a transition 11



Carbon Neutrality

Transportation

Electricity

Waste Natural 
Gas
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The Path to 
Carbon 
Neutrality

ÅRequires sustained and focused 
commitment

ÅRequires re-aligning systems

ÅRequires bold actionand big shifts
ÅAligning decisions through the 

carbon neutrality lens
ÅAligning organizationalstrategies 

andoperations through the climate 
neutrality lens

ÅRequires revisiting existing policies

ÅRequires prescriptive measures in 
key sectors
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The Path to Carbon 
Neutrality ɀActions Update



Since the 
Climate 
Emergency 
Declaration ...

ÅConducting technical analysis and impact 
scenarios for the 2030 carbon neutrality 
goal

ÅConducting community engagement

ÅSeeking technical assistance from 
internal and external partners

ÅUpdating strategies and actions in the 
CAAP

ÅDetermining the social cost of carbon

ÅEstablishing an investment framework

ÅAdvancing priority actions in the CAAP
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Community 
Input

Sustainability staff has engaged with 
nearly 1,400 community members 
on the commitments of the Climate 
Emergency Resolution and 
preliminary targets to reach carbon 
neutrality:
ÅCommunity Forum
ÅSocial Media
ÅRadio/print/web-based infographics 

and ads
ÅClimate Emergency Forums
ÅPresentations to organizations, 

groups, and City Commissions
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Technical 
Analysis and 
Preliminary
Emission 
Reduction  
Targets

Target Areas

ÅCleaner Electricity

ÅReducing Energy Demand

ÅBuilding Fuel Switching

ÅImproved Materials Management and 
Landfill Operations

ÅTransportation Shift

ÅElectric Mobility

ÅCarbon Sequestration
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Emission Reduction Target Areas

ÅCleaner Electricity

ÅReducing Energy Demand

ÅBuilding Fuel Switching

ÅImproved Materials 
Management and Landfill 
Operations

ÅTransportation Shift

ÅElectric Mobility

ÅCarbon Sequestration
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